
Obtain an adequate sampling from the cervix using a broom-like device. If desired, use lukewarm 
water to warm and lubricate the speculum or apply water-soluble, carbomer-free gel lubricant sparingly 
to the posterior blade of the speculum.1, 2 Insert the central bristles of the broom into the endocervical 
canal deep enough to allow the shorter bristles to fully contact the ectocervix. Push gently and rotate the 
broom in a clockwise direction for five complete, 360 degree turns.

Rinse the broom as quickly as possible into the PreservCyt® Solution vial by pushing the broom into 
the bottom of the vial 10 times, forcing the bristles apart. Swirl the broom vigorously to further release 
material. 

Tighten the cap so that the torque line on the cap passes the torque line on the vial.

Remove and Discard  
the collection device from the vial.

No collection device should be 
left in the vial.

Place the vial and requisition in a specimen bag for transport to the laboratory.

Record the patient’s name and ID number on the vial.

Record the patient information and medical history on the cytology requisition form.

Do not pop off the head of the 
broom and leave it in the vial.

Do not clip the head of the 
broom and leave in the vial.
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Refer to the instructions provided with the collection device for warnings, contraindications, 
and limitations associated with specimen collection.

1. Cervicovaginal Cytology Based on the Papanicolaou Technique; Approved Guideline – Third Edition (Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute GP15-A3).  2. Hologic internal study, data on file.

Hologic provides this quick reference guide (“guide”) as a general informational tool only and is not an affirmative instruction or guarantee. While the information provided in this guide may describe a 
particular technique or protocol, it is not intended as an endorsement and/or requirement by Hologic to utilize such technique or protocol. It is the sole responsibility of the laboratory to determine which 
specific technique and/or protocol to employ. Laboratories using ThinPrep or PreservCyt products must read and understand each product’s Instructions for Use and comply with applicable local, state and 
federal rules and regulations.
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