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Patient Reminder Checklist

Patients who have had a hysterectomy, are older than 
65 or who have had chemotherapy may be atrophic 
and therefore require special consideration when it 
comes to their cervical care.7

No intercourse for 
48 hours before 
exam.

No vaginal medication, 
personal lubricants 
or douching 48 hours 
before exam.

Schedule appointment 
2 weeks after first day 
of the patient’s last 
menstrual period.

Visit hologic.com/thinprep for more details 
and best practices for Pap collection.

Hologic provides this collection procedure guide as a general informational tool only; it is not an affirmative instruction or guarantee of performance. It is the sole responsibility of the clinician to read 
and understand the appropriate package insert and comply with applicable local, state and federal rules and regulations.

Guide
PAP COLLECTION

Maximize the power of the Pap by following 
these tips for proper collection and improved 
patient care.



Unsatisfactory Results

⊲  An UNSAT can be a sign of an increased risk of an underlying disease.2

⊲  High-risk populations tend to have higher UNSAT rates.3

Approximately 1-2% of all Pap tests, regardless of testing method, 

will be returned as an UNSAT.1

Excessive amounts of 
noncellular material  
(blood, mucus or lubricant) 
can interfere with the 
collection process and 
potentially cause an UNSAT.

Menses

The Pap should never be collected during menses since 

the presence of blood can be diagnostic.

⊲  Collection during menses is discouraged, per societal guidelines.4

⊲  No Pap test is validated for collection during menses.

Lubricant

Excessive lubricant use interferes with sample adequacy.5

⊲  Avoid carbomer lubricants.

⊲  Only use a dime-sized amount.

⊲  Personal lubricant use impedes proper sampling.
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A Guide to Success with the ThinPrep® Pap Test

Rinse Device Immediately3

Obtain Sample

Prepare Speculum

⊲  Rotate per manufacturer’s guidance          ⊲  Do not over rotate

⊲  Sanitary collection — fingers remain on the handle, not the brush

The ThinPrep collection process preserves and fixes 
the cells in the solution, not on the device head.

DO NOT leave device in vial

⊲  Warm water is preferred          ⊲  Only use carbomer-free lubricants          ⊲  Dime-sized amount

Lubricant Manufacturer

✓  Pap Test Lubricating Jelly Aseptic Control Products

✓  SurgiLube Surgical Lubricant HR Pharmaceuticals

✓  CerviLube Sion Biotext

If lubricant is required, 

the following lubricants 

are validated for use 

with the ThinPrep®  

Pap Test.

Contact your medical supplies distributor for purchasing details. 

Speculum

BroomSpatula Brush

Spatula

360°1xRotate the 
contoured end

2

1

Brush

Rotate in 
one direction to¼ ½

Swirl vigorously 
10 times

Rotate while pushing  
against the vial wall 10 times  
and swirl vigorously

Push into bottom of vial 
forcefully 10 times and swirl 
vigorously

Broom

Rotate 
clockwise 360° 5x

Sample collection for the ThinPrep® Pap Test may be performed 
with a spatula/brush combo OR a broom-like collection device.6

OR


